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TAKE A LOOK AT WRIGHT STATE/TODAY 
The 
WrightStater 
· ·-- · ... ' 
~ 
A kaleidoscope of Wright State University's first 
twenty years is one we are proud to share with 
you in this issue of The WrightStater. We believe 
our accomplishments in this short time have 
created an excellent foundation for future 
growth, development, and achievement. We cordially invite 
you to take a look t the many facets of Wright State today, 
and join us in I brating our twentieth anniversary. 
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2 · Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 
university is born 
by Linda Smith 
r----"f---.l 
Dayton' s most famous 
L__~~_____J sons, Wilbur and Orville 
Wright, launched the first successful 
flight of their manned biplane flyer at 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, several 
days before Christmas in 1903. After 
their return home, they spent many 
months building, testing, and perfecting 
later versions of their flying machine. 
For their testing grounds, they selected 
an area east of Dayton known then as 
Simms Station or Huffman Prairie. 
That pasture and woodland, which 
they flew over many times during the 
early years of the century, is today the 
home of Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Ba e and Wright State University, 
both named in honor of the famous 
brothers. The air base began when 
the United States recognized the 
importance of military aviation; the 
university was founded when the 
Dayton community realized its need 
for a center of public higher 
education. 
Two men involved in the Wright 
State dream in the late 1950s were 
Robert S. Oelman, then president of 
NCR Corporation, and S.C. Allyn, 
then chairman of NCR. "The idea of a 
university actually began with my 
working relationship at NCR with S.C. 
Allyn," says Oelman, who is now 
retired and living in Florida. "We both 
shared an interest in education and, in 
particular, making a state college 
available to high school students in 
the Dayton area." 
"In my judgment," says Oelman, 
"the creation of Wright State is the 
finest example of cooperative spirit 
which has characterized the Dayton 
community for many years." As 
president of Community Research, 
Inc., in the 1950s, Oelman, along 
with other business leaders, 
conducted a survey which showed 
that in cities without a state-assisted 
institution, a much smaller proportion 
of high school graduates went on 
to college. 
Robert 5. Oelman, former chairman, NCR 
Corporation, was instrumental in the initial 
fund-raising effort to on truct the first building. 
Because Dayton is a high 
technology area, Allyn a
1
nd Oelman 
felt it imperative to begin to meet the 
needs of the local economy and of 
Dayton's high school graduates by 
providing them with a state-assisted 
university. "It would benefit the 
students and it would also benefit the 
industry in Dayton, because many of 
those qualified graduates would 
remain in the Dayton area. Ourfirst 
step in building a university was to 
share with others our conviction," 
says Oelman. 
"Ohio State and Miami University's 
cooperation in the new university was 
facilitated through Allyn who was on 
the Ohio State Board. It was not 
difficult to convince Ohio State 
President Novice Fawcett and Miami 
University President John Millett of 
the importance of establishing a 
combined extension," says Oelman. 
"They both played a major role." 
Extension courses, explains 
Oelman, were already being offered 
in Dayton by Miami University in the 
south suburbs, and by Ohio State at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 
Although Wright State originated as 
an extension of the two universities, 
Oelman never doubted that one day 
Wright State would become an 
independent university. 
Fund raising to make the dream a 
reality was critical. "I have never 
been involved in an activity that had 
more instant broad-based community 
support than the $6 million fund 
raising effort. Mr. Allyn and I, as well 
as Novice Fawcett and John Millett, 
pointed out the benefits which would 
accrue to the community from 
supporting a tat univer ity in 
Dayton. After rai ing the needed 
funds, with the help of twenty Area 
Progress Council members and 2,000 
volunteers, Mr. Allyn and I convinced 
the state regents that the need for 
the institution existed in the area," 
says Oelman. 
In 1964, the fir t building, Allyn 
Hall, was completed. Oelman recalls 
that Fred White, first the business 
manager and later acting president, 
ran the one-building college and was 
the first employee of Wright State. 
"With the construction of the 
quadrangle, which would add 
Fawcett, Millett, and Oelman Halls to 
the Allyn Hall structure, it was 
apparent the university needed to 
recruit a president," says Oelman. 
"I know we have been very 
fortunate in the presidents that we've 
had. Dr. Edgar Hardy, a former 
president of Monsanto, and chairman 
of the search committee, 
recommended Brage Golding, then at 
Purdue. He was one of many 
candidates interviewed for the 
position. Getting the right people is so 
critical to the success of an institution. 
I think Brage Golding, during his 
period at Wright State, contributed 
greatly to the early growth and 
development of the university, and I 
believe we were fortunate in the 
availability of Dr. Kegerreis to 
become the second president. I think 
he has not only provided excellent 
leadership on campus, but also has 
made a very deep impression on the 
community and has become an 
integral part of its leadership." 
Oelman was the first person to have 
served as chairman of the WSU Board 
of Trustees, a post he held from 1967 
to 1976. One of the highlights of his 
association with Wright State was the 
creation of the medical school. "We 
had to keep construction costs down. 
Area hospitals agreed to provide their 
clinical facilities that made the 
medical school plan feasible and 
saved millions of dollar in clinical 
construction costs. Community spirit, 
cooperation, and dedication made the 
medical school possible." 
It is no secret that new technologies 
have faci I itated changes in the 
manufacturing emphasis in the 
Dayton area. Traditionally, colleges 
have supported the local economy 
and have contributed to growth. 
"High technology is the wave of the 
future, and Wright State with its 
Frederick A. White, Wright State's first employee. 
From left, Novice Fawcett and John Millett 
observe S.C. Allyn breaking ground for the fir t 
building, Allyn Hall, as Mr. Oelman, right, 
look on. 
continued growth is able to contribute 
to the Dayton area, the state, and the 
nation by providing the calibre of 
graduates that will be needed in the 
generations to come. 
" One of the most amazing things 
about the university is that throughout 
its growth Wright State has 
maintained a close relationship 
among the administration, faculty, 
and students. That is something that 
sets Wright State apart from other 
universities," says Oelman. 
The Wright brothers had an idea 
that culminated in the first powered 
flight. Wright State University began 
as an idea in the minds of area 
citizens like Robert S. Oelman. 
Just as the Wright brothers' 
invention changed the course of the 
Dr. Brage Colding, WSU's first president. 
world, Wright State is contributing to 
the growth of higher education, 
providing educational opportunities 
for the country's future Wright 
brothers.• 
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The moat around Allyn 
Hall has always attracted 
students who want to 
take a dip. 
In 1964, the first building, Allyn 
Hall, was completed. 
The first four buildings on campus comprise the Founders Quadrangle: Allyn, Oelman, Fawcett, and 
Millett Halls. 
Before an underground tunnel system connected campus buildings, this was a common scene. 
Many business and community leaders were in attendance for the groundbreaking for Allyn Hall. 
4 Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 
The quadrangle was sometimes a convenient 
place for aerobics. 
of campus activities. 
Construction on campus has been continuous. The library was completed in 1973. 
Plays, Daze, lunch, 
first class, ping-pong and a 
psychedelic rock all have 
something in common. They all 
share part of Wright State's 
interesting early history. 
by Wendy Larish 
First Class The first day of classes, in 
September of 1964, brought 3,200 
students and 55 faculty members to 
Allyn Hall , the first building. The 
building had only recently been 
finished and stood alone in the midst 
of what had been farm land. 
Blackboards had been hung the 
weekend before classes began. Office 
space was limited; one faculty 
member describes his former office 
as resembling " a cubicle on an 
oceanliner- worst cl ass. " The first 
campus building, All yn Hall, was 
finished from the top down. Moving 
in, some of the faculty had to pass 
their books through open windows on 
the first floor and hoist them up to the 
floors above, since the first floor was 
the last completed . 
Creative Arts Center 
Aesthetic additions Much was done 
for the beauty of the campus when the 
library and the creative arts buildings 
were completed in 1973. The library 
had originally been located in a small 
room where the student mailboxes in 
Allyn Hall are today. Later it occupied 
what is now the "Bike Shop" 
restaurant and most of the first floor 
of Millett Hall. 
FIRSTS 
Whatsamatta U? In 1965, the Dayton 
community began submitting ideas 
for naming the university. Historical 
figures were the source of suggestions 
such as "John F. Kennedy 
University," and " Martin Luther 
King University." Many reflected 
geographical names, such as 
" Dayborn State University," " Dahio 
State University," and " Fairday 
State." Humorous recommendations 
were made, including "Whatsamatta 
U," " W.0.W. University" (standing 
for Wilbur and Orville Wright), 
and " Maumee University" (the 
non-existent university of comic strip 
" Steve Canyon" fame, created by 
native Daytonian M i lton Caniff). 
Three-day Daze The first WSU 
October Daze, in 1971, was a three-
day party. Helicopter rides, a sports 
car display, arts and crafts, and a flea 
market were all part of the fun. Daily 
"Battle of the Bands" were held and 
nightly film festivals featured such 
comic classics as W.C. Fields and the 
Little Rascals. Today's Daze are not 
quite as elaborate, but are still held 
twice a year, in May and October. 
Bands, international foods, beer, 
and games highlight these occasions 
frequented by students, faculty, 
and staff. 
Ping-Pong in Peoria In recent years 
the reputation of Wright State athletics 
has grown enormously, especially 
with the Raiders' National 
Championship in 1983. Wright 
State University's first national 
championship was somewhat less 
glorified. In Peoria, Illinois, Diane 
Turnball, playing an undefeated nine 
matches, brought home WSU's first 
championship in the 1973 National 
Women's Collegiate Table Tennis 
Tournament. 
First nurse also mailman Wright 
State's first mailman and receiving 
and supply clerk, was the 
quintessential jack-of-all-trades, 
Donald Brumbaugh. Brumbaugh was 
the campus's first classified employee. 
Although his official job was to 
supervise the Oelman Hall animal 
shelter and greenhouse, Brumbaugh 
held a variety of positions and 
claimed to be the first school nurse, 
since he bandaged fingers and doled 
out aspirin. 
Tough rock In thi s list of impressive 
firsts is a " first" that has probably 
intrigued nearly everyone on campus. 
The infamous Wright State rock. 
Where did it come from? Who first 
painted it? The rock was originally left 
over from construction work; it was 
"just placed there" by the workers, 
according to Ken Davenport, director 
of WSU admissions. " It's my guess 
that the Beta Phi Omega Fraternity 
was the first to paint it," he says, 
"si nee they were one of the first 
student organizations on campus." At 
first the "vandalism" gave campus 
security some problems. After some 
deliberation, however, it was decided 
that it wasn't that big a problem. 
Davenport says that the rock has been 
painted thousands and thousands of 
times since he came to campus in 
1970. "It's probably just a pebble," 
he says, "the rest of it is just layers of 
paint." 
Sandbox in the hall The first plays, 
Edward Albee's Sandbox and Paddy 
Chalyesfsky's Marty, were presented 
in a hallway of Allyn Hall. Today, the 
Theatre Department, located in the 
impressive Creative Arts building, is 
one of the most respected in the state, 
attracting over 25,000 patrons 
annually. 
"Fred's Folly" In those early days 
" wild dashes" in the rain were made 
by students and faculty between the 
first two buildings, Allyn and Oelman 
Halls. Although it seemed that the 
planned tunnels would be an asset in 
inclement weather, the university 
community dubbed them " Fred 
White's Folly." The response after 
their installation proved that first 
impressions are deceiving. The 
tunnels made distribution of 
equipment and materials much easier 
and attracted many disabled students 
to the university that is now known for 
its accessibility and its handicapped 
student services program. 
Part-timers outnumbered In 1970, 
full-time students finally outnumbered 
part-timers by 52 to 48 percent. That 
same year the WSU dormitory, 
Hamilton Hall, opened and 242 
students moved in. Today, apartments 
adjacent to campus provide housing 
for an additional 280 students. 
Out to lunch If you enjoyed 
continental cuisine, you were out of 
luck those first years at Wright State. 
Students then had no common place 
to eat or meet. They all ate lunch in 
their cars. There were no car hops on 
roller skates to take orders, or drive-in 
restaurant speakers in the parking lot 
for that matter. But now the University 
Center, the Allyn Hall Lounge, the 
Bike Shop, and the Rathskeller 
provide food for students, faculty and 
staff, and are places where people 
socialize.• 
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As president of Wright State University, Dr. Robert 
Kegerreis has seen the university through eleven of its 
most challenging early years. He talked recently 
about some of his greatest satisfactions to date as 
president of Wright State University. 
"One of the very first assignments I was given by 
the trustees when they hired me as president was to 
transform a couple of volumes of plans on my desk 
into a medical school. That was an extremely 
difficult assignment. 
"We had some absolutely implacable critics and 
opponents. We had to fight the state government. We 
had to fight the Board of Regents. We had to fight 
certain other medical schools. We had to do a lot of 
convincing and promising, politicking and arranging, 
as well as some very thoughtful planning and 
introspection about whether we really wanted this 
medical school-and, of course, the answer was yes. 
It was an extremely fulfilling accomplishment finally 
to establish the School of Medicine in spite of so 
many formidable antagonists. 
"Another accomplishment, which like the 
founding of the medical school was really a 
university accomplishment as well as a personal 
one, was our part in overseeing the successful 
desegregation of Dayton city schools in 1976-78. 
It was a tough assignment, and I knew we wouldn ' t 
be able to please everyone. There's no question 
that I was given that job (chairman of the Federal 
District Court Citizens Advisory Board on School 
Desegregation-Dayton) not because I was Bob 
Kegerreis, but because I was president of Wright 
State University. 
"Another difficult responsibility was to assemble a 
first-class professional and support staff. It has taken 
several years, but now we can boast of some 
outstanding administrators and expert staff 
specialists. One tribute to us is the fact that a number 
of our people have been recruited away from us by 
other universities for bigger and better jobs. 
"There is real satisfaction, certainly, in the simple 
physical growth of the university, which is still in 
process. 
"The most intensely satisfying part of the whole 
experience to date, however, has been seeing the 
university achieve academic quality and maturity. 
Our divisions have become schools and colleges, 
and our programs have gained accreditation. Some 
of our faculty have achieved memorable scholarship 
and have been recognized for their research efforts. 
The degree of quality we have already reached in our 
brief two decades of existence is easily the most 
satisfying aspect of the past years." • 
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he building of a university 
by Carol Siyahi 
Call it kismet. What Robert Kegerrei 
was looking for back in 1 969 wa xactly 
what Wright State University had to offer: 
freshness, newness, and the opportunity to 
work in an environment which was not 
hamstrung by old precepts. 
So when former WSU President Brage 
Golding called Dr. Kegerreis to recruit 
him as dean of the College of Business and 
Administration, Kegerreis listened. 
"I instantly liked the newness of Wright 
State," he said. "I I iked the elevated level 
of activity I saw going on here. There was 
the possibility of participating in the 
formation of a young university that was 
not limited by previously established 
restraints and directions. The whole scene 
just appealed to me." 
And so Kegerreis came to Wright State 
University from his position as chairman 
of the Department of Marketing at Ohio 
University. Two years later, he was 
named vice-president and director of 
administration, and in 1973, he became 
the second president of Wright State 
University. 
The very qualities that attracted 
Kegerreis to the university fifteen years ago 
still exist to a large extent today. "We're 
still refining and adjusting our goals and 
objectives," he said. "A person can 
tangibly influence the destiny, shape, and 
general character of his or her field or job 
at Wright State." It is those same qualities 
which continue to bring new faculty and 
staff to the university from across the 
country. 
11As an institution of higher 
learning, we have a responsibility 
to offer absolutely the very 
best education we can, in the 
most supportive environment we 
can create." 
While Wright State University continues 
to explore new directions, one thing that 
has not changed is the university's focus 
on its primary commitment, which is quite 
obviously to educate students, he said, 
" or, more correctly, to encourage them to 
learn." A university can do that by 
creating a good learning environment, 
which starts with "an enthusiastic, 
dedicated, competent faculty," he said. 
"Nothing motivates a student to learn 
more than a faculty member who is intent 
upon having the student learn and who is 
enthusiastic about the subject matter and 
the process of learning. 
"As an institution of higher learning, we 
have a responsibility to offer absolutely 
the very best education we can, in the 
most upportive environment we can 
create." 
Another important ingredient in thi 
learning environment i the quality of th 
fa iliti . Th pre ent fa iliti ar v ry 
good, h aid, but he hope they will one 
day be outstanding. " I would like, for 
instance, to see our library become truly 
great and our computer science and 
computer engineering faci I ities continue 
to develop into one of the best of their 
kind in the country." 
Encouraging and supporting research is 
another important thrust of the university. 
"Wright State amazes many of our older 
neighbors by our emphasis on research 
activities. The result is that the university 
ranks high in Ohio in the amount of 
research it conducts." 
"The university ought to display 
itself in the community at large in a 
positive way, as an economic 
factor, a cultural factor, an 
educational factor, and as a 
community leader." 
Another important commitment of a 
public university, Kegerreis believes, is in 
the area of public service. "Everyone in 
the university ought to be encouraged to 
be a responsible citizen. We have people 
at the university who run for public office. 
We have people who are community 
activists, civic leaders. As a relatively new, 
publicly assisted institution of higher 
education, we need to be visible in the 
community in a whole host of ways. 
"Speaking from a personal standpoint, I 
think that a president of a public university 
in this day and age ought to be active and 
saying to the community through his or 
her actions that the university is part of 
that community and is not something 
hiding in the suburbs, adverse to 
participation and publicity. 
" If the president, for instance, were to 
shun al I public responsibility outside the 
campus, it seems to me it would create the 
impression among opinion leaders and 
those who support the university that we 
are indifferent to the very people whose 
taxes support us, whose children come 
here, whose very viability may be helped 
or hindered by the university's activity or 
lack of it. 
"The university ought to display itself in 
a positive way, as an economic factor, a 
cultural factor, an educational factor, and 
as a community leader." 
Over the twenty years of its existence 
Wright State University has had many ' 
milestones in its growth and development. 
During hi fifteen years here, Kegerreis has 
wat hed and been involved in many of 
tho devel pm nt . 
ne of th more obviou milestones i 
th on truction of the fir t four building 
whi h make up th Founder Quadrangle. 
" Putting thi campu together was an 
extremely adroit undertaking primarily 
by Fred White (first WSU employee 
and busines manager) and his early 
colleagues," Kegerreis said. Another 
landmark was when Wright State, led 
by President Golding, became an 
independent state university in 1967. 
" Then, in many ways," he said, "we 
came of age when we began to offer 
doctoral programs: the Doctor of 
Medicine, the Doctor of Psychology 
(School of Professional Psychology), and 
Biomedical Sciences Ph.D." 
The establishment of the Western Ohio 
Branch Campus in Celina, Ohio, was a 
landmark as well, he noted. 
Then there are the multitude of episodes 
in the university's history which, while not 
milestones, have special significance. He 
noted the 1983 NCAA Division II National 
Championship in basketball; the 1984 
program excellence award to the 
Department of Theatre Arts; the 
continuing national recognition the 
university has received for its performance 
in the National Collegiate Model United 
Nations Conference and for its 
accessibility and programs for people 
with disabilities; the recognition that has 
come to many academic departments and 
faculty at the university, and the work of 
the National Center for Rehabi I itation 
Engineering, the Cox Heart Institute, Fels 
Institute, and Hipple Lab for Cancer 
Research. 
The university has made it through two 
decades of growth and change. What can 
we expect to see in the next decade? 
"We will see some growth in the 
student body and some significant strides 
in research in a variety of disciplines," 
Kegerreis said. 
"We expect to see some carefully 
selected additional programs offered. I'm 
very hopeful that in the near future we can 
have a doctoral program in computer 
science and computer engineering and 
a master's program in logistics 
management, for instance. 
//One challenge for the future 
wi II be to retain our youthful 
enthu iasm, the openness and the 
good quality of newnes of this 
in titution, and to keep ourselves 
from falling into the trap of 
unnece arily elf-impo ed 
restraints." 
" We've received approval to build a 
new addition to the library and to expand 
the computer center. I would also like to 
see a very carefully managed increase in 
our student activities, including a bigger 
and better program of intramural and 
intercollegiate athletics and improved 
student recreational faci I ities. 
" One of the challenges of the future wi II 
be to continue to be careful in our 
financial planning and to maintain the 
more hopeful financial state that we have 
only recently achieved following a long 
period of real budgetary strain. 
"Another challenge will be to retain our 
university's youthful enthusiasm, the 
openness and the good quality of newness 
of this institution, and to keep ourselves 
from fa ll ing into the trap of unnecessaril y 
self-imposed restraints. 
" I would also very much like to expand 
the opportunity for housing disabled 
students. This campus is exquisitely 
accessible, and it seems a shame to have 
to turn away qualified disabled students 
because we lack residential facilities. 
"I think, too, that in the next ten years, 
the campus will become markedly more 
beautiful. We have a high potential for 
beauty h re that we have hardly tapped, 
becau ewe imply have not had the time 
and re ources to concentrate on aesthetics 
when o much energy and funding was 
need d to build ound program and basic 
fa ii iti . 
" We can already be justifiably proud of 
this university, but we have only begun to 
explore our possibilities. In the years to 
come, by means of more sophisticated 
planning, we can grow and develop in 
ways that people two decades ago cou Id 
have only imagined." • 
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reams 
The WSU program for gifted children has 
received national acclaim. 
The Creative Arts Center, home of theatre and 
music performances. 
The School of Medicine is celebrating its 
tenth anniver ary. 
by Nick Adams 
If mathematicians and 
wizards were to combine 
disciplines, they probably would agree 
that a point in space exists where dream 
and reality meet. 
Twenty years ago Wright State University 
existed only as a dream, but today its 
accomplishments in research, academics, 
and sports are real and couldn't be counted 
on several mathematicians' hands. 
The academic programs offered at Wright 
State have multiplied to more than eighty 
undergradua~e major areas of study and nearly 
thirty graduate and professional degree 
programs. The main campus now contains more 
than twenty modern buildings. The fact that 
enrollment has grown to more than 15,000 
students served by nearly 3,000 full- and 
part-time employees is no sleight-of-hand. 
Mathematicians would add that the university 
is a major economic force in the local 
community. Millions of dollars in construction 
projects have been completed at Wright State, 
providing jobs and money for the local 
economy-and that's not just pulling figures 
out of a hat. 
But there's magic in the way Wright State 
enriches the community through cultural 
activities. Free music concerts are offered 
throughout the year. The nationally recognized 
theatre program regularly offers top notch 
Plays are performed by students in the nationally recognized 
theatre program. 
The NCRE made international headlines for its research relating to paralysis . 
8 Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 
productions of contemporary and cla sic 
notable to the area as world renowned 
Th atre of the Deaf. 
Wright State University continue · t 
Numerou Wright State program h 
recognition. The program for gifted ch 
School of Professional Psychology, h, 
imagination and expertise, founded a 
emotional needs of the gifted-SE 
Gifted). Last summer, WSU ho ted a r 
Guiding the Gifted Child, won the A 
Media Award. 
Wright State also has been named t 
four outstanding colleges in the nat ior 
WSU Office of Handicapped Student 
College Assessment.and Training Cent 
post-secondary education. 
The National Committee, Arts for th 
a resource and information bureau for 
forms of creative arts-music, dance, 
Theatre Troupe is comprised of both at•,: -
one of only three midwest universitie c 
And Wright State's influence is fel ir >t 
beyond. The National Center for Re~al it 
Dr. Jerrold Petrofsky, continues tom k 
relating to paralysis. The NCRE, with t~ r 
several computerized electrical stimu l o 
moving their paralyzed muscles again . 
Davis was able to walk to receive her 
Petrofsky's and Davis's efforts will b th 
Steps." The movie is scheduled to air d ri 
A new building is now under construc..ti 
wi 11 house the NCRE. Construction is schE 
A recently released national survey ranl 
among the top eleven in the nation. It Vv 
ompared to more than 900 other teacher 
The program ii; part of the College of Educ 
Tl e WS Sd ool of Nur ir g ho ors c 
· gn-'d he a T u h norar " c 1etv-d 1 r 
r rogram'., ( e\elopment. 
ome re~ •ty 
Interior view of the library. 
a . The WSU Artist Series brings uch 
ist Lorin Hollander and The National 
rnd on it dream. 
tracted n tional and international 
i, direct d by Dr. James T. Webb of the 
~ ived nationa l acclaim. Webb, using his 
al organization that addresses the 
orting the Emotional Need of the 
I SENG conference. Webb's book, 
n Psychological As ociation 's National 
U.S. Department of Education as one of 
programs for disabled students. The 
.es was selected to house a regional 
disabled people wishing to pursue 
mdicapped, has designated Wright State as 
,e working with the disabled person in all 
iterature, and drama. The Rolling Stock 
b died and handicapped actors. WSU is 
"er a master's degree in art therapy. 
_r ways throughout the Dayton area and 
ation Engineering, under the direction of 
t rnational headlines for its research 
elp of Petrofsky's research, ha developed 
n-feedback systems to aid people in 
t 1 one of these systems, paraplegic Nan 
ona at last June's WSU commencement. 
_. subject of a CBS docudrama, "First 
n the 1984-85 television season. 
011 in the Miami Valley Research Park that 
d led to be completed in summer 1985. 
ed the WSU student teaching program 
no easy trick-the WSU program was 
·training programs across the country. 
at ion and Human Services. 
ety last year was accepted into the national 
1f ca1 t rec gnit ion f he W S m.r ing 
The WSU School of Medicine continues to 
develop phy ician for family practice and 
primary care. The WSU medical program boa t 
the highest minority enrollment of all the public 
medical schools in Ohio, and the School of 
Medicine remains among the leaders in keeping 
its graduates in-state as practicing physicians. 
Aerospace medicine is on the frontier of 
space-age science, and Wright State's 
aerospace medicine program prepares young 
phy icians to work in this exciting scientific 
field. The Aero pace Medicine Program at 
Wright State is partly funded by NASA, and is 
the only uch program for civilians in the world. 
The Frederick A. White Center for 
Ambulatory Care, which opened in 1981 on the 
W U campus, continue to provide medical 
ervic for lo al re id nt . The center al o 
hou e the Lions Club Eye Bank for 
Southwestern Ohio. 
Athletics are an important part of the 
academic experience. Last year, the WSU 
Raiders basketball team under Coach Ralph 
Underhill won its first NCAA Division II 
National Championship. Other WSU athletic 
programs that have gained recognition include 
swimming, volleyball, and baseball. 
These are some of the many achievements at 
Wright State University over the past two 
decades. In that time, many dreams have 
become realities. The future promises 
many more.• 
Th n w H a/th ciences building. 
The re ent/y 
completed 
Engineering and 
Mathemati al 
5 ien 
building. 
Rike Hall, College of Business and Administration. 
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· The year is 1964. 
. Congress wi 11 pass the 
~ . . Ci vi I Rights Act. 
· . ~ , President Johnson wi II 
deliver a speech on "The 
Great Society." The war in Vietnam 
will escalate. The Beatles will make 
their first concert tour of America. 
And Wright State wi 11 open its doors. 
The staff writers of The WrightStater 
interviewed a number of long-term 
employees, asking them to share their 
thoughts about those early years at 
WSU and, also, their thoughts about 
the future of the university. 
Robert Dixon was twenty-eight years 
old when he stood in a parched Ohio 
field in the summer of 1964 gazing on 
the half-finished building that made 
up all of Wright State. He never 
thought he'd sti 11 be here twenty years 
later. When faculty for the 
mathematics division were hired, four 
with recently earned doctorates, 
Dixon told them there was no need to 
stay at Wright State for more than a 
few years. Twenty years later, all of 
those faculty members are still at 
WSU: Dr. Marc Low, Dr. William 
Coppage, Dr. Leone Low, Dr. Don 
Schaefer, and Alphonso Smith. "We 
created sort of a revolution in the 
state. In those days, mathematicians 
were in short supply. To hire eleven 
Ph.D. s in the first two yea rs created 
quite a stir." Today, Dixon, professor 
of computer science and 
vice-president-elect of the faculty, is 
glad he stayed. "Wright State has 
begun to emerge from a period of 
always trying to keep up with the 
demands of continuous growth. 
The emphasis has shifted from getting 
the job done to doing the best 
possible job." 
Marc Low remembers having all 
of Wright State's faculty together on 
one floor of Allyn Hall. It turned 
out to be advantageous, for the 
less-experienced faculty and the 
university as a whole. "When you're 
getting your doctorate, you're 
really pretty narrow-minded. But, 
with philosophers and engineers, 
business scholars and scientists 
rubbing shoulders every day, it was 
hard to remain narrow-minded." 
Low, now associate dean of the 
College of Science and Engineering, 
also is proud of the ways Wright State 
was and continues to be different. He 
sees the university continuing to build 
on the base established in those early 
years. "We've satisfied the needs of 
the community for engineers, 
scientists, teachers, and business 
people. As the state changes from a 
reliance on smokestack industry to 
high technology, Wright State will 
continue to serve the 
community's 
needs." 
embers 
of the 
20-year 
team 
Peter Bracher, professor of English, 
said he recalls hearing the term "high 
school" a lot to describe Wright State 
in 1964. "The students were going to 
school with the same people they 
went to high school with, in the 
Dayton area. They were living at 
home, and the extracurricular 
activities at WSU differed little from 
what was offered to them in high 
school." In contrast, Wright State 
now attracts students from around 
the world. 
Gary Barlow, professor of art therapy 
and art education and coordinator of 
art therapy, remembers the positive 
spirit that existed in 1964. "We al I 
knew that an important new school 
was beginning. Our lectures were 
accompanied by the sights and 
sounds of construction because 
Wright State was growing so fast. I 
believe the students today are more 
sophisticated and cosmopolitan 
than they were twenty years ago." 
Mildred Waddell, now assistant 
director of university development, 
was excited about her job interview 
with Fred White, Wright State's first 
employee. Accepting a $25 per week 
pay cut to take the position he offered 
as a clerk-typist, she recalls, "He 
could have offered me anything and I 
would have taken it. I had a feeling 
about him, and this place-I just 
wanted a foot in the door. My 
husband told me I was crazy." Within 
six months, Waddell became White's 
administrative assistant and 
Jill-of-all-trades. "Working for Mr. 
White was very rewarding. He never 
made demands, but he made you 
want to give your very best. He was 
a highly ethical man and always 
a gentleman." 
Lois Cook, the mother of two 
school-aged children, hadn't worked 
for nine years. But after Fred White 
spoke to her church group in February 
of 1964, she applied for a job as an 
instructor at Wright State. She never 
regretted the decision. "It was 
exciting to be part of a new 
university." With a whole curriculum 
to create, the days were full of 
discussions and decisions. The 
students impressed Cook. Some 
1 0 Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 
finished their undergraduate work and 
went on to earn graduate degrees. 
Cook joined the dean's office in 1969, 
and serves today as assistant dean 
of the College of Science and 
Engineering, and as assistant professor 
of chemistry. 
William Evans, director of the WSU 
Center for Small Business 
Management, associate dean of 
undergraduate programs, and 
assistant professor of business, said 
that when Robert Kegerreis became 
dean of the College of Business and 
Administration in 1969, Kegerreis 
immediately saw the importance of 
fostering greater cooperation between 
the university and the business 
community. With o many of Wright 
State's non-traditional tud nts 
employed at lo al ompanies, Evans 
y , "Wear chall nged more. They 
xp ct ervic -and w hav to be 
respon ive." Evans believes that 
Wright State "ought to direct its 
energies toward being the best state 
university in Ohio." 
Mirka Ray, catalog maintenance 
supervisor, works for the WSU Library 
and has been through three major 
moves. The library started out in Allyn 
Hall, was later moved to Millett, and 
in 1973 was moved to its own 
building. "The library is eventually 
going to be completely automated," 
she says. "We're in the planning 
stages now." Those changes will 
make card catalogs obsolete, 
replacing them with computer 
terminals that will provide the user 
with additional information about an 
item's availability. It will also make 
research easier for students by 
providing cross-references, according 
to Ray. 
Roger Iddings came to Wright State to 
be interviewed in April, 1964, and 
saw the beginning of Allyn Hall 
construction. Following his interviews 
with the Miami University 
administrators who were helping set 
up Wright State, Iddings recalls, "I 
knew it was going to be a challenge. I 
had high expectations." Rising rapidly 
from a science education instructor to 
dean of the College of Education and 
Human Services a decade later, 
Iddings remembers, "My job was 
never the same for two years in a row. 
Until the early to mid-1970s, we grew 
very, very rapidly. In the past five to 
ten years, we've grown in depth and 
breadth." For the future, he says, "I 
see us gaining in reputation and 
stature, developing areas of expertise, 
and having a greater impact 
in the region. Now, some of our 
programs draw nationally, even 
internationally." • 
I 
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by Linda Smith 
~ · One of the most interesting aspects of 
l . . ~ Wright State is the diversity of its more 
than 15,000 students. There are many traditional 
and nontraditional students that include teenagers, 
homemakers, career men and women, disabled 
students, veterans, and grandparents, each 
pursuing different goals. 
Three people who exemplify a segment of 
Wright State's students of the '80s are: Ginger 
Speck, Bi II McCall ister, and Jeff Charlebois. 
Now that her children are teenagers, Ginger 
Speck has returned to college and is working 
toward establishing her own career. " I love learning 
and had wanted to go back to college, but my 
education was always secondary to my family 
responsibi I ities." 
Speck had earned nearly thirty hours of college 
credit prior to enrolling at Wright State. Before 
returning to college, she called Expanding Horizons 
which provides adults with the opportunity to earn 
degree or nondegree college credit in a supportive 
environment and the chance to participate in 
special cour es and workshops. "I took a Life/Work 
Planning course offered by the Expanding Horizons 
program at Wright State. Through that course I 
learned to know what my strengths are and 
pinpointed my areas of interest after completing a 
battery of tests. I discovered that I had a strong 
interest in public relations, personnel work, 
advertising, and sales. With this information I was 
better able to chart a course for my education. I just 
decided this summer to major in communications 
and minor in business." 
Eventually Speck would like to work for a small 
company where she could perform liaison work. 
"I enjoy dealing with the public. I've also thought 
seriously about going into business for myself." 
Speck carries a course load of sixteen hours and 
was awarded a scholarship for this fall, based on her 
grades last year. " Before I came back to college I 
had a terrible vision of classes being too difficult for 
me. But the professors at Wright State have been 
very understanding and receptive to my needs, and 
most importantly have taken a personal interest in 
my academic goals. My fellow students have been 
warm, receptive, and friendly, and that has made 
me fe~I very relaxed and comfortable." 
When Speck returned to college initially she just 
wanted to feel better about herself and gain more 
personal fulfillment. "But I found I liked it so 
much," she says, "that this summer I decided on my 
major and wi 11 work very hard to earn my degree." 
Bill McCallister, standing 
by Nick Adams 
"Wright State is like a frontier," says political 
science major Bill McCallister. "Those students who 
want to stake a claim in it can be a part of the 
frontier and have some input into its development. 
Students need to realize that student government is 
their voice in the university. They should talk to the 
pol icy makers and be involved in every aspect of the 
university that they can." 
McCal I ister practices what he preaches. He 
served as the WSU student ombudsman for two 
years, acting as a mediator between students, 
faculty, and administration on everything from 
grade to parking disputes. 
"There's a good, dedicated faculty here at Wright 
State," he says. "I believe the faculty and the 
administration are always striving for the highest 
academic standards possible and are genuinely 
interested in solving student concerns." 
Being the student ombudsman at WSU was a 
learning experience for McCallister. " I had to learn 
to be harsh and direct at times and sensitive at other 
times." Working in the ombudsman's office he 
learned to rely on himself and learned that people 
should question authority in a responsible manner. 
Now in his senior year, McCallister has a high 
regard for the faculty at Wright State and is 
constantly exchanging ideas with his fellow 
students. "Some of the instructors set aside ti mes 
to meet with students as a group outside of class 
to get to know them better-just to talk," he says. 
Following graduation next year, McCallister plans 
to join the Army for three years as part of the ROTC 
program at Wright State. He would then like to work 
abroad in the import/export business or use his 
Wright State experience and political science 
education to enter the American Foreign Service. 
by Linda Smith 
Jeff Charlebois is a person who wears many 
different hats-student, aspiring comedian, and 
writer. Although a psychology major, Charlebois's 
first career choice is to be a comedian. "I realize 
that you could get pretty hungry if you don't make it 
in comedy. That is the reason I want to get a good 
education at Wright State. I need to have a career I 
can rely on." 
Charlebois is from Towson, Maryland, near 
Baltimore. He was involved in an automobile 
accident when he was sixteen that left him a 
quadriplegic. But he is not bitter about the 
experience. "Because of the turn of events in my life 
I realize everyday that there are more important 
things to worry about than the little problems in life. 
I likely will become a psychologist. In that role, I 
believe I can help others deal with their problems 
more effectively. 
"From the time I was very young, people would 
talk to me and tell me all their troubles. After taking 
an introductory psychology course, I decided to 
study this field since I like people so much. I guess 
that is what attracts me to being a comedian; it is 
great fun to perform and make people laugh and see 
them enjoy themselves." 
Charlebois has performed at Wiley's in Dayton, a 
club that allows young comics to showcase their 
routines. "I write all of my own material. At the 
beginning of my act, I mention that I always wanted 
to be a sit-down comedian because I'm always on a 
roll." His relaxed attitude about being disabled, 
according to Charlebois, "puts the audience at 
ease." Currently he is writing a television script for a 
half-hour comedy show that he hopes to finish and 
submit by early fall. 
He enjoys being a student at Wright State and is 
particularly interested in his psychology and 
business classes. "Because the classes are small, 
everyone gets a lot of individual attention." He also 
appreciates the accessibility of the campus. "The 
tunnel system connecting all of the buildings is 
great. Since coming to Wright State, I have become 
totally independent. I have my own apartment, 
enjoy cooking, and now I'm driving my own new 
van around. The facilities on campus are wonderful. 
I use the weight room and indoor swimming pool on 
a regular basis. I couldn't be happier." • 
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Marilyn Stapleton 
was one of two 
graduates to 
receive the first 
Ph.D. degrees 
from Wright State. 
She has accepted a 
two-year 
post-doctoral 
f llowship award 
from th Triangle Univ r iti s Con ortium 
and will work with Dr. Ann Matthy at 
the Univ r ity of North Carolina doing 
research in plant mol ular biology. 
Stapleton earned her degree this year in 
the Wright State biomedical sciences 
program. 
Vickie Hensley, who graduated with a 
bachelor's degree in sociology in 1973, 
has risen to the 
rank of sergeant 
in the Dayton 
Police 
Department. 
Hensley serves 
as a liaison 
officer for 
businesses, 
commanding the 
downtown 
walking squad of the department. Of her 
work as a police officer, she says: "I love 
it. It's a challenge and it's interesting." 
James Harlan and 
his sister Wayarne 
both attended 
The Ohio State 
University after 
completing their 
undergraduate 
work at Wright 
State in 1981. 
James has now 
completed law 
school and will become part of the Judge 
Advocate Corps for the Army for four years 
beginning this fall. Wayarne is completing 
her residency program in Columbus, 
Ohio, and plans to be a physician in 
family practice medicine in an inner-city 
clinic. 
Michael Brigner began hi education at 
W U when the doors op n din 1964. H 
h Ip d to form th fir t tud nt nate and 
wrot a tud nt n w I tt r. Aft r 
graduating with a major in lib ral arts, h 
began commuting to Chase Law School in 
Covington, Kentucky, to earn a law 
degree. He traveled 60,000 miles from 
Dayton to Chase while working full time 
for WHIO-TV as a news photographer/ 
reporter. Active in civic affairs, he now has 
his own law practice in Kettering, Ohio. 
Frank Stilwell is working in Cincinnati for 
Judge John Peck in the Sixth Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals. Stilwell is completing 
his two-year appointment there and wi II 
join the law firm of Steptoe and Johnson in 
Washington, D.C., in October of this year. 
Stilwell uses a braill typewriter in his 
work. After graduating from Wright State 
in 1976 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in political science, he went on to earn his 
Juris Doctorate degree from Georgetown 
University. 
Dave Richison, who graduated from 
Wright State with an education degree in 
1980, is a successful chimney sweep in 
Dayton, working under the professional 
name " August West." Richi on, who has 
cleaned a number of notable chimneys, 
including tho e in the White House, " i as 
busy as v r." The chimn y w ping 
bu ines ha n't topp d exp nding ince 
he started, Richison says. He recently 
opened the August West Stove Shop on 
Wilmington Avenue in Dayton. Richison 
has served on the National Board of 
Directors of the Woodheating Alliance 
and on the federal American Standard 
Testing Materials agency, helping to 
rewrite building codes concerned with 
sol id fuel use. 
Hazel Pallileo came to Wright State after 
her family moved to Dayton from the 
Philippines. She majored in photography 
at WSU and is a 
videographer 
with Channel 22 
in Dayton, 
filming events for 
the evening and 
morning news. 
During 
presidential 
campaigns she 
has filmed Ted 
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, and Jimmy 
Carter. Eventually she would like to 
combine travel with photography and 
work independently. 
Bonnie Langdon is director of planning for 
the Maria Joseph Center for the elderly 
and is also director of Joint Programs in 
Research and Education for Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Dayton. Langdon is 
involved in a Lifeline program which 
enables an older 
per on to remain 
at horn with 
oordinate an 
edu ational 
program for th 
elderly at the 
Biltmore Towers in 
Dayton, and assists in planning a home 
health care program for elderly discharged 
from Good Samaritan Hospital or the 
Maria Joseph Center. According to 
Langdon, her job is rewarding because she 
is helping older people to live more 
independent, healthier lives. 
William Ralston was one of two recipients 
of the first Ph.D.s ever awarded by Wright 
State. He earned his degree in biomedical 
sciences at 
commencement 
exercises this 
year. Currently 
working part 
time at the 
Montgomery 
County coroner's 
office, Ralston 
hopes to find a 
position in 
toxicology with industry or government. 
He would like to continue doing research 
evaluating the potential toxicity of 
consumer products or industrial 
chemicals. Prior to graduation, Ralston 
worked as a guest scientist with the Navy 
Toxicology Detachment at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base. 
For the love of ivy 
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Harry Battson is assistant director for media relations, Office of 
University Communications, at Wright State. In the story that follows he 
recalls his years at Wright State as a student, and as an employee. 
by Harry Battson 
No ivy-covered walls! I've waited eleven long years-a decadent 
decade, one-third of my life-and still no ivy at Wright State! 
How's an old alumnus supposed to take a sentimental journey 
through the hallowed halls of his venerable alma mater if there aren't 
any ivy-covered walls. What's the matter? 
Doesn't WSU realize that not all ivy is poison? 
Call in the biology department! 
There are three beautiful brick buildings 
standing between the University Center and the 
Founders Quadrangle that would be ideal for 
ivy. When I was a student here (BA, Political 
Science, '73), the only thing between the 
University Center and Oelman Hall was a long 
walk-outside in the frigid cold. 
Now the tunnels cover that vast 
distance-Oelman Hall through Biological 
v-,. ~~C)/~ r 1:1973, Harry Battson spent many hou« 
, ~ y \_;) studying botany in the library. 
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Sciences, both I and II sections of the building, through Medical 
Sciences, and into the University Center. It's truly a marvel of modern 
engineering. A university with such foresight that all of its major 
buildings can be connected by tunnel-protecting its faculty and 
students from the elements of the weather, providing additional office 
and classroom space, and offering an accessible system for 
utilities-should certainly be able to cultivate a little ivy. Grow ivy in the 
tunnels! I'm not particular. 
• 
l>d 
There are other new buildings on ~
campus since 1973 as well-Rike Hall · · 
for the College of Business and ,, 
\)
{\ .. ' i . 
Administration, the Student Services Wing J.J 
where once a concrete patio separated 
Millett and Allyn Halls, and the Frederick 
A. White Center for Ambulatory Care. ~ 
When I was a student and they were <) 
building the Library, the Physical \) 
Education Building, and the Creative Arts ~~q 
Center,. it. seemed like co ..nstruc.tion would. /')~ • 
~}6:;;~;i(r~ 
c 
Barbara Slater is a senior marketing 
research analyst for R.T. Good and 
Associates in Kettering, Ohio. She 
compiles marketing research data, 
primarily for the food service industry. She 
also compiles 
tatistics, studies 
demographics, 
writes reports, 
and makes 
r ommendations 
on pricing. Slater 
omp r the 
ompany's 
trengths and 
weaknesses with 
other companies, 
reports on current trends in the industry, 
and on the company's growth potential. 
The work is very interesting, Slater says. 
Her career affords her a great deal of 
freedom and the opportunity to travel. The 
experience she gained in writing, 
compiling research, and polishing her 
analytical skills as a political science 
major at Wright State has proven to be an 
invaluable asset at work, she says. 
Betty Schmoll earned her B.5. in nursing 
at WSU and is now executive director of 
Hospice, which provides counseling and 
other support to the terminally ill and their 
families in and 
around Dayton . 
Her nursing career 
began at Kettering 
Medical Center. 
She served a 
practicum at 
Ho pice of Dayton 
while earning her 
master's degree at 
Ohio State in 1978 and has been part of 
the organization since that time. Hospice 
has a staff of thirty-two and over 100 
volunteers. Schmoll also serves as an 
adjunct faculty member in the WSU 
School of Nursing and is a voluntary 
assistant professor in the School of 
Medicine. 
Steve Winteregg, who earned a master's 
degree in music education at Wright State 
in 1979, teaches mu ic at Cedarville 
College and Wittenberg University. 
Winteregg, who has had his compositions 
performed by orchestras in the midwest, 
will have four of his compo itions 
publi h d this fall. Winteregg continues to 
play in the Dayton Philharmonic's Bras 
Quintet and writ some of the quintet' 
arrang m nt . H ha b gun working on 
hi do toral d gr in mu i ompo ition 
at Th hio State Univer ity. 
Robert Meister is working at the Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Cincinnati in the 
Patient and Family Counseling 
Department. Meister graduated from 
Wright State in 1983 with a master's 
degree in rehabilitation counseling. He is 
a counselor for a 
thirteen-bed 
rehabilitation unit 
which will be 
increasing to a 
forty-bed facility in 
the spring of 1985. 
He also works part 
time for the 
Cincinnati 
Recreation Commission as an assistant 
director of a program for mentally retarded 
teenagers and adults. Meister has also 
been developing a program for terminally 
ill cancer patients at Good Samaritan. His 
future career plans are to continue his 
education in hospital administration. 
Meister was an active participant in 
Wright State's wheelchair basketball team 
while a student at the university. 
• • • move 
Thomas Travis, 
M.D., is one of 
two practicing 
phy icians at the 
B.F. Lee Health 
Center at Central 
State University. 
He sees more 
than 300 patients 
p r w ek, 
primarily 
tud nt at nearby Central Stat and 
Wilb rf r Univer itie . He mpha ize 
tot I p ti nt car -the p y hological as 
well the physical. "Each p tient i 
pecial and valuable," says Travis. He is 
currently writing a book on stress and 
behavior as it relates to health problems. 
According to Travis, stress is the number 
one cause of many of our often fatal 
diseases. 
Lisa Norris, an 
education major, 
recently 
completed two 
years of 
performing and 
singing with the 
National Opera 
Company of 
Raleigh, North 
Carolina. She is 
currently working 
under the stage 
name of Lisa Gabriel. With the National 
Opera Company she played the main 
character, Isabella, in The Italian in Algiers 
by Rossini. She played Dorabella in Casi 
Fan Tutte by Mozart, as well as the role of 
Giannepta in The Elixir of Love by 
Donizetti. The Elixir of Love was filmed by 
the local PBS television station in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. Norris is currently 
auditioning for parts with several national 
opera companies including the Chicago 
Lyric Opera, the Michigan Opera Theatre, 
and the Whitewater Opera in Richmond, 
Indiana. 
Bob Harrison is the first director of the 
Cincinnati Fire Museum. He has served as 
the director of the mu eum for four years 
after earning an M.A. in historical 
administration from Wright State. The 
museum re-creates the early days of one of 
the first professional fire departments in 
the nation, which converted from a 
volunteer to a professional firefighting 
force in 1853, says Harrison. The 
Cincinnati Fire Department also has the 
distinction of being the first to use a steam 
engine to fight fires. Organizing the fire 
museum was a tremendous challenge and 
a rewarding experience, according to 
Harrison. He applauds WSU's master of 
arts program in history because it offers 
intensive training for students who intend 
to pursue careers as professional historians 
in the archival or historical preservation 
fields. Prior to joining the Cincinnati 
Fire Museum, Harrison served as 
administrative assistant to the dean of the 
College of Education and Human Services 
at Wright State. • 
.. ~ lJ ))µ <7J(7 ~ ~~d-1d ~\/~ 
1980 to join the university communications staff, the Ambulatory Care ~®~c;::=--
Center and Rike Hall were going up, along with an expansion of the ~ 
Brehm Laboratory. It seemed as though nothing had changed-lots of /;;/ 
construction, but still no ivy. r ~ 
In 1981 a funny thing happened. Construction stopped. For one ,~~ 
whole year, not a shovelful of dirt was overturned to mark the erection of ;.._("} 
a new academic edifice. What an opportunity lost! A whole year when ~
WSU could have grown undisturbed ivy! tf 
Now, it's over. Construction has returned. Two new buildings are 
nearly completed-the Health Sciences Building will provide .i.. __ d __,r'7t1~ 
additional facilities for the School of Medicine and ~ ~ 
offices for the School of Professional Psychology ~ , ___ ~.L 
(neither one of which even existed when I 
d 
was graduated from WSU) and the 
second for the Department of 
Engineering and the Department 
, £?-.. t{ of Mathematics and Statistics. 
r-.x Perhaps if I talk to the head of 
construction I can get him to put 
some ivy on the walls. Even plastic 
ivywouldd~
More construction is planned. Projects on the drawing boards include 
a multiple sclerosis center, a day care center, expansion of the I ibrary, a 
creative arts addition, and a multi-purpose convocation center, among 
others. Somewhere there has to be a place to start the ivy. 
The plan also is for a new Loop Road to circle the main campus 
buildings and provide better traffic control. An access road to 1-675 also 
is expected to be completed and empty into what was once K lot, but 
now is known as lower C lot. 
With a flash of insight heretofore unknown to me, I have been struck 
with the perfect solution to our ivy-less college. The brick and concrete 
memorial erected in the mid-'70s and 
designated Trustees' Plaza! It's (f 
perfect! It even has a fountain in the ,LJ 
center which can water the ivy! ~ 
I've got to run-there's a floral shop in 
that fair city of Fairborn, and if ever WSU 
is going to rival Harvard and Yale in the ivy ~ 
league, it looks like I'm going to have to ~lant the ft c1 
seeds myself. )-J. 'I 
That's just vine, you say. Vine indeed. • 
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Could this b Wright State in the year 2001? This futuristic- looking s ale mod I of the campus was prepared for Dayton archite ts 
Lorenz & Williams before Wright State b ame an ind p ndent university in 1967. 
ooking to the future 
II 
by Harry Battson 
~ 
and Wendy Larish 
By the activities and the 
accomplishments of 
students and graduates, administra-
tors, faculty, and staff, universities 
take on a certain prestige and 
tradition. This ultimately becomes 
an integral part of a school's identity. 
The university and its programs 
must have merit, not only for the 
moment, but for the future. 
Wright State's provost, Dr. Michael 
R. Ferrari, joined the university in the 
spring of this year and is optimistic 
about the future. Dr. Elenore Koch, 
vice-president for student affairs has 
been at Wright State since 1967 and 
shares his optimism. Ferrari and Koch 
look ahead to the future and are 
confident that Wright State will 
continue to grow and demonstrate a 
quality of genuine excellence that will 
endure for many more decades. 
The university's third decade will 
be a "decade of genuine academic 
distinction," said Ferrari. 
Michael Ferrari 
"There's a sense of vitality here 
that you don't find today at many 
universities," Ferrari said. "Our 
faculty and staff have an attitude that 
says: 'We can become a great 
university, let's keep moving toward 
that goal'. 
"The decade ahead wi II be one of 
increasing pride for alumni and 
students at Wright State," Ferrari said. 
"I hope the alumni demonstrate their 
interest and enthusiasm not only for 
what the university has achieved but 
for what it is becoming." 
Wright State is in a unique position, 
Ferrari feels, to take a strong 
leadership role in higher education in 
Ohio. 
"As we consider the economic 
future of Ohio, the northern tier is 
saddled with rebuilding its 
mokestack industries, while 
Columbus, Dayton, and Cincinnati 
are forming an increasingly high 
technology belt," Ferrari said. "And, 
of course, Wright State and Dayton 
are at the center of that belt. In the 
next decade or two, we have an 
opportunity because of our centrality 
and our academic capacities and 
potential to play a prominent role in 
the economic revitalization of our 
state and region." 
Wright State already plays a key 
role in the Miami Valley's ambitions 
in high technology. "The university 
has the support of the community and 
local industry, and the diversity and 
strength of nearby Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base gives us many 
opportunities for the future." 
" WSU is one of the few places in 
the United States where so many 
factors for qua I itative change are 
coming together at once," Ferrari 
said. "Bei ng at Wright State today 
means having an opportunity to be a 
part of building a really first-rate 
university." 
The key ingred ient in achieving 
excellence is people. "Good people 
attract good people," believes Ferrari. 
" The people we have at Wright State 
are ex hi la rated by the character of our 
academic community and that makes 
it easier to attract quality people to 
join the faculty or staff. 
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"We' re finding that we can recruit 
anywhere, short of the most 
prestigious universities in the nation," 
Ferrari continued. "Without question, 
the reputation of the university over 
the past three to five years has grown 
markedly." 
Attracting quality people is a key 
step in continuing the university's 
commitment to excellence, Ferrari 
feels. While Wright State's developing 
national reputation appears centered 
in the sciences, "there is emerging 
strength in the liberal arts, the visual 
and performing arts, and our diverse 
professional schools and colleges. 
The faculty, staff, and students we are 
attracting will add considerably to our 
stature in the coming years." 
Wright State has accomplished a lot 
in its relatively brief history, Ferrari 
believes, and has the "right mix" of 
programs for the present and the 
future. 
"Wright State developed its 
reputation by its pioneering spirit," 
Ferrari said. "We must resist any 
efforts which would sap the vitality of 
the university. 
"The inventive, entrepreneurial 
spirit of the Dayton area and Wright 
State must be nurtured continually." 
Elenore Koch, vice-president for 
student affairs, shares Ferrari's 
enthusiasm and Koch was involved in 
the planning and excitement of the 
early years. She is pleased with the 
development of the university and 
gratified that it is still growing. With 
pride she noted that during 1983-84 
"we had the highest enrollment 
growth of the twelve state-supported 
universities in Ohio." 
Elenore Koch 
Not only has the population 
increased, but it has changed, 
according to Koch. " When we first 
started out, most of our undergraduate 
students were part-time. That has 
changed." Koch expects the same 
transition to occur in the WSU 
master's degree programs, where 
currently part-time students 
outnumber full-time. 
Other predictions for the future, 
according to Koch, include the 
development of specialized programs 
with Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
growing involvement in the allied 
health fields, a strengthening of 
"our strong base in science and 
technology" due to the nearby Miami 
Valley Research Park, growth and 
development of graduate programs, 
and increasing enthusiasm for WSU 
athletics. "The completion of 1-675 
also will be interesting," she says. " It 
will provide open access to Cincinnati 
and.bring different students to us." 
In the future, she believes that the 
university will continue to build on 
one of its main strengths: innovation. 
" We attempt to try new concepts and 
new ideas. In the future we wi 11 see 
Wright State become more widely 
known for its creative leadership in 
many fields." • 
by Scott Hoskins 
In its brief history Wright State has 
developed a reputation for settling 
scores. Wright State athletics have 
come a long way since that first 
soccer game was played in a field 
adjacent to Oelman Hall in the fall of 
1968. 
Basketball all-Americans Jody 
Martin, Rodney Benson, and Gary 
Monroe are just a few of the athletes 
whose names conjure the image of a 
slam dunk and a great performance 
while wearing the green and gold. 
How did this tradition of athletic 
excellence get started? In 1967, when 
Wright State became an independent 
institution, the only athletic events 
that took place on campus were 
intramural activities such as touch 
football and softball. A groundswell of 
interest among the students for 
intercollegiate sports began to build 
and in 1968 the WSU Academic 
Council approved, in principle, the 
philosophy of intercollegiate athletics. 
This opened the door for the creation 
of an Athletic Department. 
The first athletic budget was raised 
with the financial assistance of 
various student organizations and 
friends of the university. Soccer was to 
be the first sport played and Bela 
Wollner was hired to be the first 
coach for soccer. The team of 
walk-ons completed a thirteen-game 
schedule with an excellent 8-3-2 
record. 
In 1969, a newly formed Athletic 
Council lobbed athletics at WSU far 
down court with the addition of men's 
basketball and baseball to the 
intercollegiate program. In addition, 
Don Mohr was named athletic 
director by former Wright State 
President Brage Golding. 
Women's participation in 
intercollegiate sports began in 1972 at 
WSU when tennis and softball were 
added to the list of varsity sports. 
orts 
Volleyball and women's basketball 
were included in 1973 and swimming 
follow din 1974. WSU's Barbara 
Woodrow became an all-American in 
swimming. Female athletes with 
outstanding talent and abi I ity have 
provided many exciting contributions 
to Raiders' athletic history. Recently 
the women's volleybal I team 
continued this tradition when it 
was extended an invitation to 
participate in the NCAA Division II 
Championships. They finished third 
in the Great Lakes Regional 
Tournament. 
Grants-in-aid, the lifeblood of any 
successful athletic program, were first 
offered for men's basketball in 1970. 
Bill Fogt, Jim Minch, Greg McCurdy, 
and Dave Magi 11 were the first 
recipients. Grants-in-aid were offered 
for soccer and baseball the following 
year, and the first grants-in-aid for 
women were awarded for swimming 
in 1975. Grants for volleyball and 
women's basketball followed and 
were awarded in 1977. 
Baseball had its first season in 1970 
with John Ross as the first head coach. 
The team finished with a 7-15 season 
record, but only five years later the 
Raiders were invited to their first 
NCAA Tournament-the first team 
from Wright State to be invited to such 
an event. Under the tutelage of coach 
Ron Nischwitz, the baseball team has 
had several consecutive outstanding 
seasons. A number of players have 
been drafted by such major league 
teams as the New York Mets, Atlanta 
Braves, Montreal Expos, New York 
Yankees, Texas Rangers, and the 
Cincinnati Reds. 
The history of Raider basketball is a 
rags-to-riches story. The first 
basketball team, coached by John 
Ross, played an eighteen-game 
schedule against a variety of junior 
varsity squads including the UD 
Flyers and the Ohio State Buckeyes at 
the Stebbins High School gym during 
the 1969-70 season. This team was 
made up entirely of walk-ans because 
no grant-in-aid monies were 
available. 
The Raiders first played in their 
current home, the Physical Education 
Building, on January 26, 1973 against 
Otterbein College. The house 
warming was spoiled, however, by 
the 74-70 overtime defeat before a 
sellout crowd. 
The NCAA Division II Tournament 
has not been a stranger to the Wright 
State Raiders. The WSU basketball 
team bee me acquainted with the 
NCAA tourney following its first 
invitation in 1976. Three years later 
the Raiders hosted the Great Lakes 
Regional Tournament. They appeared 
four straight times but were unable to 
break a first round losing jinx until the 
1982-83 Tournament when they won 
it all-the national championship. 
Led by all-American Gary Monroe, 
and coached by Ralph Underhill, the 
Raiders defeated the University of the 
District of Columbia Firebirds by a 
score of 92-73 in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 
And what I ies just down the road 
for Wright State athletics? 
Under the driving force of Athletic 
Director Dr. Michael Cusack, golf and 
cross country will join the eleven 
current sports during the 1984-85 
season. These teams will be coed and 
compete against a varsity schedule. 
Plans also are afoot to field a 
women's soccer team during the 
1985-86 season. 
With these new programs the 
Wright State Raiders will be 
competing in a variety of 
intercollegiate sports that include 
basketball, baseball, wrestling, 
soccer, swimming, golf, cross 
country, tennis, and volleyball. • 
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1 
4 
7 
When did students first attend classes at 
Wright State? 
Name the second president of WSU . 
Who is the head coach of the men's 
basketball team? 
2 
5 
8 
When did WSU become a 
fully-accredited, autonomous and 
independent state university? 
What is the size of the main campu 
In what NCAA Divi ion does WSU 
compete? 
11 What is th name of th uniqu th atr 
group at th univer ity made up of 
handi apped and able-bodied 
performers? 
14 Which First Lady presided over a 
dedication ceremony for a piece of 
property on the Wright State campus? 
1 6 What do Rockafield House, Brehm 
Laboratory, and Warner House have in 
common besides the fact that all are 
buildings on the Wright State campus? 
9 How many years in a row has Wright 
State appeared in th NCAA 
hampionships? 
12 Wh n was the S hool of Medi in 
r at d? 
15 Approximately how long is the 
underground tunnel system which 
connects buildings on campus? 
1 7 There is an old cemetery on the Wright 
State University campus. What is it 
called and how old is it? 
3 
6 
The first four bu i ldings on campus were 
named for state and area civic leaders 
who had been instrumental in founding 
the university. What were their names? 
Name the team which WSU defeated 
for the NCAA National Championship 
during the 1982-83 ba ketball season . 
10 How many stud nt ar nrolled at 
Wright State? 
13 What bu ilding on ampus has re eiv d 
an archite tural d sign award? 
All of the answers to the crossword puzzle can be found in this issue of The WrightStater. 
Across 21. First WSU national athletic 
1. WSU is one of three midwest 
universities to offer a master's degree 
in ___ therapy. 
3. Initials for a proposed name for the 
university in 1965. 
5. Abbreviation for WSU branch campus 
located in Celina, Ohio. 
8. One of the two newest buildings on 
campus is the __ Sciences 
building. 
10. Last nam of a graduate who has been 
summoned to the White House 
chimneys. 
13. The National Center for 
_________ Engineering 
has made international headlines for 
its research relating to paralysis. 
15. Bands, food, and games comprise this 
campus event first held in October, 
1971. 
20. University students received national 
recognition for their participation· in 
the Model ___ Conference. 
This fall Wright State is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary with a variety of activities. 
The following is a list of events that have 
been scheduled to date. For more 
information, call 873-2911. 
Wednesday University Convocation, 
September 12 Medical Sciences 
Auditorium, 2 pm. 
Friday, Fall Festival, 
September 14 under the water tower, 
4-9 pm. 
Saturday, 
September 22 
Friday, 
October 19 
Artist Series, 
Eugene Fodor, violin, and 
The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, 
8 pm, Physical Education 
Building. 
Courthouse Square, 
celebration, noon to 
1 pm, festival atmosphere, 
with displays and music. 
Speakers Symposium, 
to be scheduled during the 
month of October. 
championship was in this sport. 
23 . A painters' paradise on campus. 
24. First name of disabled student who 
aspires to be a sit-down comic. 
25. Graduates Ralston and Stapleton were 
the first to earn a ___ degree in 
biomedical sciences. 
26. A national organization, founded by a 
WSU professor, that addresses the 
emotional needs of the gifted. 
27. This civilian program at WSU is the 
only one of its kind in the world . 
28. WSU's first president. 
Down 
2. This system makes the campus more 
accessible. 
4 . Provost of Wright State. 
6. In 1964 Wright State was a branch of 
Miami University and 
State. 
7. Wright State's first employee was 
Frederick A. ------
9. One of two men in the community 
who pointed out the need for a state 
university in Dayton. 
11. A national survey recently ranked this 
student program among the top eleven 
in the nation. 
12. A highlight of Robert S. Oelman's 
association with WSU was the 
creation of the School of 
14. When the first building was 
completed, dining on campus took 
place in the __ ,due to 
limited facilities. 
16. Brage Golding recruited him to 
become dean of the College of 
Business and Administration. 
18. Winners of the 1983 NCAA Division II 
basketball championship. 
22. The School of was 
accepted into a national honor society 
last year. 
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